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dently had no scruples about earning the largest possible amount by his 
art. The same shrewdness and tact which he exhibited in these trans- 
actions were subsequently shown in his negotiations for effecting a truce 
between Spain, Great Britain, and the United Provinces. These nego- 
tiations form the subject of many of the letters ; and it is clear that, if 
Rubens had devoted himself to politics, he might have become an 
accomplished diplomatist, according to the standard of that age. 

In general the tone of these letters is dry and business-like ; but occa- 
sionally we have a little touch of quiet humor, even where we least 
expect it. For instance, in a letter from Gerbier to Rubens, the Span- 
ish minister, it is said, " knows very well that this war in the Nether- 
lands is like war against fish and water ; of land they have none, of 
castles and revenues they have none, other than their ships ; the har- 
vests and gatherings they make are all at the expense of the King of 
Spain. They are a people so addicted to gain, that they respect the 
substance, and pay no attention to the shadow ; those who are the best 
accommodated resemble the monks and the arbitrators, who neither ex- 
pose themselves to blows nor any other combats but those with bottles 
and plates." 

Mr. Sainsbury, we ought to add, has performed his duty as editor in 
a very creditable manner. He has sought his materials with untiring 
energy, illustrated them with numerous notes, and appended an excel- 
lent Index. 



15. — Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 1855 - 1858. 
Selected from the Records. Boston: Printed for the Society. 1859. 
8vo. pp. xii. and 412. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society is the oldest organization of 
the kind in the country ; and it has not been among those least bene- 
fited by the increasing interest in historical studies. Within a few years 
it has received several large donations of money from its members and 
other persons, and it has also been made the depositary of several im- 
portant collections of books and manuscripts, such as the Dowse library, 
the Belknap papers, and the Heath papers. It has hitherto published 
thirty-four volumes of miscellaneous collections, and it now proposes 
also to publish occasionally a volume containing a record of the pro- 
ceedings of the Society at its regular and special meetings, with a selec- 
tion of original papers read before the Society by its members. The 
volume before us, which is published under the auspices of a committee 
consisting of Mr. George Livermore and the Rev. Dr. Chandler Rob- 
bins, is the first of the proposed series, and contains a record of pro- 
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eeedings from April 12, 1855, to March 26, 1858. A portion of the 
papers comprised in it have already been printed in the Collections ; 
but there are several papers of more than ordinary interest which are 
now first published. Among these are the elaborate papers of Mr. 
Charles Deane on The Historical Publications of Governor Hutchinson, 
and on the Belknap Donation, and Mr. Everett's able and ingenious 
Eulogy on Mr. Dowse. The most important of the papers which had 
already been printed are the Memoir of Samuel Appleton, by Rev. 
Dr. Lothrop, the Memoir of Abbott Lawrence, by Hon. Nathan Apple- 
ton, and Governor Washburn's interesting and valuable paper on the 
Extinction of Slavery in Massachusetts. The volume also contains 
some other important documents, is embellished with several portraits, 
and is a very acceptable contribution to historical literature. A second 
volume of the same character is now in press. 



1&. — A History and Description of New England, General and Local. 
By A. J. Coolidge and J. B. Mansfield. Illustrated with numer- 
ous Engravings. In two vols. Vol. I. Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. Boston : Austin J. Coolidge. 1859. pp. 1024. 

If the last few years have not been prolific in original and profound 
works, they have at least produced a wonderful number and variety of 
books of reference, which have condensed and systematized previously 
existing knowledge of every kind. Of the books which he on our 
table for daily consultation, without which we should feel as a pilot in 
mid-ocean without a compass, the greatest and best part are new. 
Among them all, in their respective kinds, we can name none superior 
to this new work, in thoroughness, accuracy, and adaptation to the place 
it is designed to fill. The volume commences with a brief sketch of 
the history of the discovery and settlement of New England ; the por- 
tion assigned to each State contains a compend of its history, which 
is followed by a full and adequate account of the natural features, 
history, institutions, industry, public buildings, distinguished citizens, 
and numerical statistics of every town, city, and county in the State, in 
alphabetical order. With these details, we have nearly one hundred 
engravings on wood, of scenery, buildings, towns, and villages in per- 
spective, and individual objects of interest ; and these are executed in 
the best style of the art, are drawn with taste and precision, cut with a 
distinctness of outline rarely equalled, never surpassed, and printed 
with a firmness and delicacy which make them not one whit inferior to 
engravings from steel. The amount of information nowhere else acces- 
23* 



